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Retirement Unveils Artistic Talents to the Woodworker’s Surprise

Forty years after his wife, Irene, asked him to pursue his love of wood carving somewhere other than in
their small kitchen, Larry Schneider found the time, and another location, to renew a hobby that had
laid dormant for years. At the age of 70, Schneider discovered he had a talent as an artist and has since
had his work accepted in juried gallery competitions and has been invited to lecture to the Frederick
Arts Council in October.

An aeronautic engineer and systems manager by trade, Schneider is enjoying an overwhelmingly
positive response to his foray into the art world. He carves abstract sculptures incorporating delicate
unbroken ribbons of wood or bronze. Schneider displayed his first work, ‘Mother and Child,” at the
Broadmead retirement community in 2004. “When I first moved to Broadmead and was asked to
display my early wood carvings, several residents encouraged me to pursue art more seriously. Without
that encouragement, I would not be making sculptures today,” notes Schneider.

Each sculpture takes about 3 months to complete. The polished wood sculptures are carved directly
from large blocks using both hand and power tools. Bronze sculptures, which are cast using the lost
wax process, start as full size maquettes that Schneider sculpts from composite materials. The entire
process is both financially and physically demanding (he visits the fitness center 3 times/week to
maintain the strength necessary to manipulate the wood); not to mention the large amounts of time required
to make the models and carefully carve the mahogany, cherry or maple blocks of wood. “ I was repeatedly
encouraged to pursue this talent after “Mother and Child” was displayed at Broadmead. Many of the
painters and other artists who live in the community were telling me | had a real talent for sculpting and
that my work was good enough for showing in a gallery,” explains Schneider. Realizing that he was
beginning to develop a very expensive hobby, Schneider started to think seriously about how he could sell
his art. He has since created a body of work to display in competitions and is now putting the pieces
together for a start-up business.
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Now at age 72, Larry Schneider is taking on an endeavor that never occurred to him in his younger years,
and which he is pursuing with great passion. To the joy of those who see this work (see attached photos),
this untrained artist is dedicating full time to an art career creating beautiful sculptures and loving every
minute of it.
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Please contact Brenda Becker, Director of Marketing, 410-785-7723, to set up an interview with Larry
Schneider.

Broadmead is a not-for-profit lifecare community, located in Cockeysville. Established by the Baltimore
Monthly Meeting of Friends-Stony Run, Broadmead opened in 1979, and is operated in the Quaker
tradition. It welcomes men and women over the age of 65 regardless of race, color, religion, gender,
handicap, familial status or national origin. Broadmead is nationally accredited by CARF/CCAC.
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